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Timetable for Council Elections November 2004

The following timeline is indicative only – firm dates will be set by the responsible Electoral Commission in 2004. (Updated 20 August 2003)

Attendance Elections

	Date
	Action
	Comment

	Approx 3 months prior to election date 

(Mid Aug 2004)
	Electoral roll closes
	You must be on the roll to nominate as a candidate

	Approx 6 weeks prior to election 

(Early Oct 2004)
	Nominations open
	Nomination Fee $100 (refunded if receive more than 4% of the available votes)

	Approx 4 weeks prior to election

(Late Oct 2004)
	Nominations close
	

	
	Draw for positions on ballot paper

Registration of How To Vote cards opens
	Can only use registered How to Vote (HTV)cards

You can register as many How to Vote cards as you like, deciding later which you will use.

	
	How to vote cards registrations close
	

	
	Applications for postal votes open
	

	Approx 2 weeks prior to election date 

(Early Nov 2004)
	Pre-polling (early voting) opens
	

	Election day (last Saturday in November 2004)
	Election Day
	HTV cards are handed out at the polling booths. (See Victorian Electoral Commission Handbook for Candidates for rules about election material currently only the 2003 version is available)





Postal Elections 

	Date
	Action
	Comment

	Approx 3 months prior to election date

(Mid Aug 2004)
	Electoral Roll closes
	You must be on the Electoral Roll to nominate as a candidate

	Approx 6 weeks prior to election date

(Early Oct 2004)
	Nominations for candidacy open
	Nomination fee $100 (refunded if receive more than 4 percentage of the available votes)

	Approx 4 weeks prior to election date 

(Late Oct 2004)
	Nominations close
	

	
	Candidates provide

· 150 word statements

· photo, and 

· your How to Vote order 

may be submitted from this time.

Returning Officer draws for candidate positions on ballot paper.


	Remember 150 words is the absolute maximum. 

2 passport photos also required

Your 150 word statement, photo and your voting order will be sent out for you with the ballot papers.

For a postal election you don’t need get separate How to Vote cards printed. Include How to Vote for you in your final election material just before the election.

You need to finalise your preference agreements over only about 4 days in mid-October 2004



	Approx 4 weeks prior to election date

(Late Oct 2004)
	Last day for submitting Candidates statements, photos and your How to Vote order to Returning Officer.
	IMPORTANT NOTE: 

Anecdotes tell us that VOTERS TEND TO VOTE WITHIN THE FIRST 24 HOURS OF RECEIVING THE VOTING PAPERS.

Any election material you distribute (by post or letter drop) therefore needs to reach voters homes before ballot papers arrive. (See VEC Handbook for Candidates for rules about election material)

	Approx 2-3 weeks prior to election date

(Early November 2004)
	Ballot papers, 150 word statements, candidate photos and your How to Vote order are posted out to voters on the Roll. 
	

	Election day (last Saturday in November 2004) 
	Voters must return Ballot Papers by 6 pm today.
	Wait for results and prepare to celebrate your campaign (whether or not you’re elected, you and your team have a lot to celebrate!).


Next election year for Victorian Councils

This table shows the 25 Councils (in bold) that will go to the polls on the last Saturday in November 2004, with the remaining 54 Councils facing an election in November 2005.

All Councils will then go to the polls together for the first time in November 2008 and be elected for a four-year term.
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	2005
	Alpine S
	2005
	Greater Shepparton C
	2005
	Mount Alexander S

	2004
	Ararat RC
	2005
	Hepburn S
	2004
	Moyne S

	2004
	Ballarat C
	2005
	Hindmarsh S
	2005
	Murrindindi S

	2005
	Banyule C
	2004
	Hobsons Bay C
	2004
	Nillumbik S

	2005
	Bass Coast S
	2005
	Horsham RC
	2005
	Northern Grampians S

	2005
	Baw Baw S
	2005
	Hume C
	2004
	Port Phillip C

	2005
	Bayside C
	2005
	Indigo S
	2004
	Pyrenees S

	2005
	Benalla RC *
	2005
	Kingston C
	2004
	Borough of Queenscliffe

	2004
	Boroondara C
	2005
	Knox C
	2005
	South Gippsland S

	2005
	Brimbank C
	2005
	Latrobe C
	2004
	Southern Grampians S

	2005
	Buloke S
	2005
	Loddon S
	2004
	Stonnington C

	2005
	Campaspe S
	2005
	Macedon Ranges S
	2005
	Strathbogie S

	2005
	Cardinia S
	2005
	Manningham C
	2004
	Surf Coast S

	2005
	Casey C
	2005
	Mansfield S *
	2005
	Swan Hill RC

	2005
	Central Goldfields S
	2005
	Maribyrnong C
	2005
	Towong S

	2004
	Colac-Otway S
	2005
	Maroondah C
	2005
	Wangaratta RC

	2004
	Corangamite S
	2004
	Melbourne C
	2004
	Warrnambool C

	2004
	Darebin C
	2004
	Melton S
	2005
	Wellington S

	2005
	East Gippsland S
	2005
	Mildura RC
	2005
	West Wimmera S

	2005
	Frankston C
	2005
	Mitchell S
	2005
	Whitehorse C

	2005
	Gannawarra S
	2005
	Moira S
	2005
	Whittlesea C

	2005
	Glen Eira C
	2005
	Monash C
	2005
	Wodonga RC

	2004
	Glenelg S
	2005
	Moonee Valley C
	2005
	Wyndham C

	2004
	Golden Plains S
	2004
	Moorabool S
	2004
	Yarra C

	2004
	Greater Bendigo C
	2004
	Moreland C
	2005
	Yarra Ranges S

	2005
	Greater Dandenong C
	2005
	Mornington Peninsula S
	2005
	Yarriambiack S

	2004
	Greater Geelong C
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* In October 2002, Delatite Shire Council became Benalla Rural City Council and Mansfield Shire Council.
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